Pulmonary embolism as an indicator of occult malignancy.
A case that demonstrates the relationship between malignancy and pulmonary throboembolic disease is presented. Pulmonary embolism, which was diagnosed on a ventilation-perfusion lung scan, initiated a search for the etiology of this condition. Normal examination of the deep venous system of the legs prompted further investigation, which ultimately led to the endoscopic diagnosis of poorly differentiated gastric carcinoma.